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TONIGHT’S TOPIC
The Silent Years - After Malachi before 

The Gospels
&

Introduction to Matthews Gospel



The Silent Years



The Silent Years

• The last Old Testament Prophet ministered in Judah between 460 
and 430 b.c.

• A mini restoration took place – the temple was completed, people 
were worshipping

• But after Haggai and Zechariah people’s enthusiasm for God ebbed 
away and they lost their love for Him

• The Israelites returns to their sinful nature

• Malachi reports God’s word - 42 of the 55 verses is God speaking – it 
exposes the attitude of those who has turned cold towards God.



Malachi

• Last book of the Old Testament

• Extremely discouraging

• Israelites are returning to their old patterns 

• They are indifferent to Malachi’s call for another fresh start

• God’s people have lost their vision of God and their own future



Judah of Malachi’s time

• The hard years seem to have passed

• The City and its walls was raised 

• The Temple was rebuilt

• People were prosperous and independent – God’s people were 
living the good life

• BUT with the blessing - The people’s need for God became less, 
living out God’s destiny was no longer important



Malachi’s 7 Questions and answers

• The Book is organized around 7 questions posed by the people of 
God in response to His statements to them.

• The questions they ask show how they have moved away from 
God’s plan

• These questions that were asked then is still relevant today for 
our own lives



I have loved you

• Mal 1:2-5 2 “I have loved you,” says the Lord. [b]But you say, “How and in 
what way have You loved us?” “Was not Esau Jacob’s brother?” declares 
the Lord. “Yet I loved Jacob (Israel); 3 but [in comparison with My love 
for Jacob] I have hated Esau (Edom), and I have made his mountains a 
wasteland, and have given his inheritance to the jackals of the 
wilderness.” 4 Though [impoverished] Edom says, “We have been beaten 
down, but we will return and build up the ruins.” Thus says the Lord of 
hosts, “They may build, but I will tear down; and men will call them the 
Wicked Territory, the people against whom the Lord is indignant 
forever.” 5 Your own eyes will see this and you will say, “The Lord is 
great and shall be magnified beyond the border of Israel!”



Statement – I have loved you

• God loved us first

• He started the relationship between us.

• The people of Malachi replied to this statement: “How have you 
loved us?”

• Even in the time of blessing, a time when things are going really 
well – they still want proof of the love of God



Statement – Honor denied

• 6 “‘A son honors his father, and a servant his master. Then if I am a Father, 
where is My honor? And if I am a Master, where is the [reverent] fear andrespect
due Me?’ says the Lord of hosts to you, O priests, who despise My name. But you 
say, ‘How and in what way have we despised Your name?’ 7 You are presenting 
defiled food upon My altar. But you say, ‘How have we defiled You?’ By thinking 
that the table of the Lord is contemptible and may be despised. 8 When you 
[priests] present the [c]blind [animals] for sacrifice, is it not evil? And when you 
present the lame and the sick, is it not evil? Offer such a thing [as a blind or 
lame or sick animal] to your governor [as a gift or as payment for your taxes]. 
Would he be pleased with you? Or would he receive you graciously?” says 
the Lord of hosts. 9 “But now will you not entreat God’s favor, that He may be 
gracious to us? With such an offering from your hand [as an imperfect animal for 
sacrifice], will He show favor to any of you?” says the Lord of hosts.



Statement – Honor denied

• God called them into a relationship

• But the refuse to honor Him

• They disrespect Him

• They despise his Name

• The people once again ask: “How did we despise Your Name?”

• God shows them how they have neglected the bread at the altar, 
no sacrifices, or sacrifices that are made half heartedly 



Statement – Worship defiled

• Worship is an expression of our awareness of who God is

• We honor and praise Him for Himself

• The priest and Levites was the closest to God and serve in His 
temple

• They were provided by getting some of the cuts of meats in 
offering

• They complained about their lot because God got the better cuts 
in sacrifice

• They were bored in worshipping Him – it was just a job



Statement – Obedience ignored

• Malachi 2:1-12

• He reminds them that He promised that He would bless the 
obedient

• The Law outlined a plan on how to live a holy life

• The priests stopped teaching the way of the Lord, and lived their 
lives inaccurately

• People are faithless and corrupted and cruel to one another



Statement – Prayers are unanswered

• Mal 2:13-16 God tells the people that He will not answer their 
prayers anymore

• God points out that their lives are unjust – using divorce as a an 
example.  

• Men falling in lust for younger women and leaving their wives for 
them

• God can’t stand faithlessness



Statement – Evil affirmed

• Mal 2:17 – 3:4

• God charges the Judah that they have wearied the Lord with their 
words.

• Immediately Judah asks how?



Statement – Return Rejected



Statement – The Lord Denied



The Silent Years (Between Testaments)

• At the end of Malachi there was a silence of any Prophetic Word 
for 400

• It was as if the World was being prepared for the coming of Jesus

• The whole world was quietly molded by God to make everything 
ready for the birth of His Son, and for the spread of His Gospel

• The Gospels are written about 1 Person from 4 different 
perspectives

• These writers tells their story from a slightly different perspective 
in a way that will minister to a different population of Jesus’ 
world – making the Gospel relatable to all.



One World: 350-4 b.c.

• The world was unified as never seen before

• Everyone speaks a common language – Greek

• One single political power caused boundaries to fall, men can 
safely travel throughout the world



Alexander the Great

• Alexander was a Macedonian

• He was responsible for spreading culture and language worldwide

• His goal was to spread the Greek culture, which he believed is superior 
to all others

• By 333 b.c. he had conquered the whole of Syria and Palestine, by 331 
he added Egypt.

• The whole Persian Empire was his

• He died in 323 after touching India

• His holdings were divided between his 4 generals and the unity was 
shattered.



• The East, Egypt and Palestine were held by Ptolemy and his 
descendants

• Syria was ruled by the Seleucids

• There was constant struggle between the two powers

• 198 b.c. Jerusalem and the Jews came under the sway of the 
Seleucids



Roman Empire

• The city on the Tiber River in Italy continued to expand its influence

• Rome sought more distant border to insulate their empire’s heartland

• The borders were pushed outward to include what is now Spain, France, 
parts of Germany, parts of Britain and the Black Sea coast of Asia Minor

• The Roman Empire extended from Spain to Armenia and from Britain to 
the Sahara

• The common language was Latin

• By Jesus’s day the whole Wester World was knit together by Rome’s 
Empire – a single unit over which Rome maintained control



Augustus

• Emperor that is a brilliant administrator

• He brought stability and prosperity to the Roman Empire

• Jesus was born at a time where Rome had known peace for about 
25 years

• The peace was imposed by the power of Roman arms



The days of the Hammer: Palestine 198-4b.c

• Decades of war scarred Palestine and helped shaped in Israel a 
special hunger for the Promised King

• In the early division of Alexander’s empire, Palestine fell to the 
Ptolemies

• They were focused on building Alexander’s dream about 
education, technology, culture

• The City of Alexandria in Egypt was the center of culture and 
learning – the largest library was established there

• Jewish Rabbis worked there to translate the Old Testament into 
the Greek language – which we call the Septuagint



The days of the Hammer: Palestine 198-4b.c

• Antiochus desecrated the Jerusalem temple by offering a pig in sacrifice 
to Zeus

• He forbade the Jewish religion

• He wanted to destroy ancient Hebrew, their faith and lifestyle

• In Jerusalem, many Hellenized Jews accepted Antiochus commands 

• In small villages they did not – a priest Mattathias was ordered to make a 
sacrifice to Antiochus, he refused.  Another Jew then volunteered to do 
the sacrifice.  Mathias then killed the Jew and the Syrian legate

• He then fled with his 5 sons to the mountains and this began the 
Maccabean rebellion in 166 b.c



The days of the Hammer: Palestine 198-4b.c

• Mattathias died in 166 b.c and his third son took over Judas

• Judas was nicknamed Maccabeus (“hammerer”)

• He led the revolt against the Seleucids

• The story of the Maccabees can be read in apocryphal books of 1 & 
2 Maccabees

• Apocryphal – sets of texts included in the Septuagint and Latin 
Vulgate but not in the Hebrew Bible

• The Maccabees fought the Roman Empire and Antiochus and the 
country came under Maccabees control



The days of the Hammer: Palestine 198-4b.c

• But in 63 b.c two Hasmonean rulers contended for control of 
Judea and with the support of Pompey (Roman General) Palestine 
was annexed as part of the Roman world

• In 30 b.c Egypt will follow

• The Maccabees lost but their dream and vision that one day God’s 
Messiah will appear and they will become independent

• In 1966 the State of Israel was formed



It is Time

• As all this takes place, Augustus, who was the good administrator, 
decided to have a census.

• Joseph returns to Bethlehem and Mary goes with as she is from the same 
family line

• Galatians 4:4-5 AMP “But when in (God’s plan) the proper time had fully 
come, God sent His Son, born of a woman, born under the (regulations 
of the) Law, so that He might redeem and liberate those who were under 
the law, that (who believe) might be adopted as sons (as God’s children 
with all the rights as fully grown members of a family)

• The time has now come for God to release His plan



Perfect Conditions for a Perfect Time

• Augustus did not know God had guided him to power to bring 
world peace

• Alexander could not imagine that God used him to establish a 
common language as a medium so that the Gospel can be 
communicated to all men

• Even the atrocities of Antiochus rule was used by God to let the 
Israelites rise up again, against a common threat and realize that 
only the promised King and Messiah will bring freedom and hope to 
them



Parallels to today

• Common Languages over the world: English, Spanish, Mandarin

• Internet, world wide web

• Zoom/Teams/Whatsapp/Facebook/TV - everyone is connected

• We are faced with hopelessness all around us



The Gospels

• Many leaders, kings and rulers have been forgotten

• 1 small Baby – have been studied, written about

• The Gospels is written by 4 different writers – each selected ad organized his material for a 
distinct purpose

• Matthew, Mark and Luke cover similar material in three different portraits, they are called the 
Synoptic Gospels (giving same view)

• Both Matthew and Luke probably took Mark as a guide as they follow his chronology and 
sequence of events

• John Gospel is totally different – it focusses on presenting Jesus as the Son of God.  

• John selects incidents and events that is different from those reported of the three 
evangelists

• He reports different speeches, usually set in Judea and they are long, theological and 
argumentative



Introduction to Matthew’s Gospel

• Was viewed as the most important Gospel of the early Church

• The Gospel that is frequently quoted

• The date of writing is agreed upon as the first century a few 
decades after Jesus 'death

• The Gospel of Matthew is directed primarily to the Jewish people

• There is at least 130 direct references or allusions to the Old 
Testament 

• The Book shows clearly Jesus is the Messianic King of the Old 
Testament prophecy



Introduction to Matthew’s Gospel

• Out of the 1 068 verses in the Gospel, 644 contain words of Jesus –
meaning that more than three fifths of the Gospel is a report of 
Christ’s sayings.

• There is 35 parables

• Matthew emphasise Jesus’s ethical teachings and His 
eschatological teaching (teaching about the future)

• Matthew records 20 of Jesus’ miracles – 3 which is only found in 
this Gospel



Introduction to Matthew’s Gospel

• Matthew affirms that Jesus is the Promised King

• But presents Him as a servant as well

• Only in Jesus is glory and humility, power and gentleness perfectly 
combined

• When reading Matthew, you need to put yourself in the shoes of 
Matthew’s audience



Parties and Sects in Matthew

• Priests, rulers, Pharisees, Sadducees, Herodians, Galileans, 
Samaritans are all players in Matthew

• Who are they and what did they stand for in Jesus’world?



Priests

• They were and Old Testament institution

• Established in the time of Moses – descendants of Moses 'brother 
Aaron.

• Only ones authorized to offer sacrifices and instruct the people in 
the meaning of the divine Law

• They started off as a religious office, but later moved into 
political influence



What to look forward to next week


