
WELCOME to 
Dunamis Power Hour

For the Love of the Word…



TONIGHT’S TOPIC
The Beatitudes – Sermon on the 

Mount (Matt 5)



The Beatitudes

• Known as the Sermon on the Mount
• Jesus teaches people the lifestyle that needs 

to be adopted by all that is serving Him
• These are basic values that we should live by
• Jesus points that to live your life according to 

the world’s values does not bring blessings –
but living according to what is important to 
God – that brings blessing
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Beatitudes

• Blessed in Matthew is the Greek Word for Happy –
Makarios

• Old Testament BLESS means that blessing WILL 
COME – but blessing in the Sermon of the Mount 
Jesus focuses on the present state on how people 
live their lives and experience God’s goodness 
NOW



The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand

• Matt 4:17 17 From that time Jesus began to preach and 
say, “[a]Repent [change your inner self—your old way of thinking, 
regret past sins, live your life in a way that proves repentance; 
seek God’s purpose for your life], for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.”

• In Chapter 4 Jesus is teaching the disciples to act and live on earth 
as God Himself act

• Jesus was announcing the nearness of the promised eschatological 
kingdom in which God will act visibly 

• In the same breath, He is announcing that the kingdom has arrived 
with the personal presence of Jesus on earth



The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand

• The teaching of Jesus was very impactful – the 
Jews are used to hear about God and His Kingdom 
in the future tense – something that is still 
coming

• Here, Jesus is teaching the people that the 
Kingdom of God is in the Present Tense



The Beatitudes

• The Sermon of the Mount is for men who have chosen to be Jesus’s 
disciples and have freely submitted themselves to Him

• Jesus teaches new values to us in Matthew 5 but we have become 
familiar with them 

• Today it is difficult for people to live their lives according to these 
values

• As a world society we value beauty, pleasure, success and 
sophistication – the Sermon of the Mount is the opposite of this



The Beatitudes

• Jesus proclaims that we will find fulfillment in the following:

• In longing for God – not fleshly pleasures

• A hunger for God and living our lives accurately – not in only 
satisfying desires

• A commitment in a way of living our lives in an unpopular way

• In helping others win and not living a life of competition



Blessed are the Poor in Spirit

• Jesus tells us through the sermon that those who do not approach life 
with confidence in themselves or relying on their gifts and talents – they 
are the people who that will be competent in meeting life’s challenges

• The Poor in Spirit are the people whose full reliance, trust and faith is in 
God

• Jesus doesn’t say here that theirs's WILL BE the kingdom

• NO, THEIRS IS THE KINGDOM – if you  approach life with humbleness you 
are open to the direction of the King

• If you commit yourself to the kingdom values, you bring yourself to the 
place where you ask the King to reign your life



Blessed are the poor in Spirit

• Matt 5:3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven

• Jesus’ value – poor in spirit

• Countervalue – self confident, competent, self-
reliant



Blessed are those who mourn

• Matt 5:4 “Blessed are those who mourn for they 
will be comforted

• Jesus’ value – mourn

• Countervalue – pleasure seeking, hedonistic, 



Blessed are the meek

• Matt 5: 5 “Blessed’ are the gentle for they will inherit the earth

• Dual meaning:

• 1) Inherit physical land:Psa 37:29 [Then] the [consistently] 
righteous shall inherit the land and dwell upon it forever

• 2) Inherit spiritual land/God Kingdom and nations serving 
God:Psa 2:8 Ask of Me, and I will give You the nations as Your 
inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth as Your 
possession.

• The rest of Matt 5 speaks about the new spiritual kingdom, 
therefore we know with this “inheriting the land” the focus is 
not so much physical land, but spiritual

• Jesus’ value – meek

• Countervalue – proud, powerful, important



Blessed are those who hunger for 
righteousness

• Matt 5:6 “Blessed are those who hunger and
thirst for righteousness for they will be satisfied
in other words striving to live the right way then 
a person will discover that brings true satisfaction 
in life

• Jesus’ value – being hungry for righteousness

• Countervalue – satisfied with the way things are,
no desire to change ones live for the better,
“well-adjusted”, practical



Blessed are the merciful

• Matt 5: 7  “Blessed are the merciful (human 
grace), for they will receive mercy (human 
grace and Divine grace).

• Mat 18:23 "So God's kingdom is like a king who 
decided to collect the money his servants owed 
him.

• Jesus’ value – Merciful
• Countervalue – self-righteous, “able to take 
care of themselves”



Blessed are the pure in heart

• Matt 5:8  “Blessed are the pure in heart for they will 
see God [appear, gaze].

• Psa 24:3 Who shall go up into the mountain of the 
Lord? Or who shall stand in His Holy Place?

• Psa 24:4 He who has clean hands and a pure heart, 
who has not lifted himself up to falsehood or to what 
is false, nor sworn deceitfully. [Mat_5:8]

• Jesus’ value – pure in heart
• Countervalue – “adult”, sophisticated, broad-minded



Blessed are the peacemakers

• Matt 5:9  “Blessed are the makers and 
maintainers of peace, for they will be called the 
sons of God.

VS
• Gal 3:26 Because you are all sons of God 
through faith in Christ Jesus.

• Jesus’ value – peacemaker
• Countervalue – competitive, aggressiveness



Blessed are the persecuted because of 
righteousness

• Matt 5:10  “Blessed are those who are 
persecuted for doing that which is morally 
right, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven

• Jesus’ value – persecution because of doing 
the right thing

• Countervalue – adaptable, popular, don’t 
rock the boat



Values of the Kingdom of Heaven

• Poverty of Spirit

• Mourning

• Meekness

• Hunger for righteousness

• Mercy

• Purity

• Peacemaking

• Willingness to be persecuted on God’s account

• WE NEED TO BUILD OUR LIVES ON THESE PRINCIPLES



Salt of the earth

• Matt 5:13-16 – Jesus speaks about how we are the salt of the earth 
and we give flavour (purpose) to something

• Your values are always expressed by your actions

• In Palestine (Dead Sea) – flakes of salt form on the rock shores at 
night, but in the morning when the sun heats the rocks, the salt 
loses it saltiness – Jesus is telling us that we should keep our 
saltiness even when the heat is on



Light of the World

• Lamps are designed to be put on a lampstand – to be in full view 
and to give light everywhere – you don’t hide a lamp

• Through the values that we live – we will shine a light to the world 
– people will SEE through our behavior the Kingdom of God

• The kingdom of heaven will break into the darkness because of the 
light that we shine



Fulfilling the law

• With the Sermon of the Mount – Jesus explain that His teachings is 
not in contrary to Old Testament but is fulfilling the Law’s true 
meaning

• He is promoting a lifestyle of that is fulfilling the Law’s 
requirements by producing  a lifestyle of righteousness that 
“surpasses that of the Pharisees and teachers of the Law – v.20)



Working with hearts of men and not the 
letter

• Jesus changes the focus of values and behaviours of men to the 
ROOT of where that value and behavior stem from

• Murder:  The root is anger and hatred (v.21-26) – instead of nursing 
anger and hatred, the kingdom citizen  values peacemaking

• Adultery:  The root is lust (v.27 – 30) – instead of plucking out the 
offending eye, the kingdom citizen will search their heart and 
work with that

• Divorce:  Moses permits it but Jesus calls for lifetime commitment 
(v31-32)



Working with hearts of men and not the 
letter

• Promises - Jesus requires that you Yes should be your Yes and Your 
No should be your No (v. 33 – 37) – don’t sign a contract or shake 
someone’s hand if you can’t keep the promise

• Revenge – the Law says you can insist on your rights and 
repayments but if you are a Kingdom citizen according to the 
values that Christ gives, you will be merciful to all (v. 38-48)

• In the Kingdom of Heaven God’s calls us to be like HIM 

• We need to abandon the values and the instincts that lies at the 
root of man’s society



Temptation of Christ

• How are we to deal with the temptation to rely on self, fall for sin, loose faith 
in God, etc?

• First Temptation: “Live for Material Self-Empowerment” (“Self-Feeding”) 
Temptation directed at the “Flesh”

• The First temptation summarised: 

• Christians, even become addicted to their own material, physiological body chemistry: serial money 
making, addiction to being the centre of attention socially, addictions to shopping, to exercise, or to 
computer-gaming are less obvious “substance-abuse” examples of addiction to scenarios that generate 
“feel-good” body chemistry. 

• Alcoholism, gluttony and drug abuse are obvious examples, but should not be used as scapegoats to hide 
from exposing more subtle addictions. People can even be “used” or dehumanized into performing roles in 
relation to us designed only to stimulate our own body chemistry:  the entertainment industry and 
“celebrity-culture” is a similar “self-enthroning” activity that involves addiction to certain feeling states 
in a manner that presupposes a disastrous and idolatrous disconnect from God and from communion and 
covenant with God.

• In other words….rely on SELF, satisfy SELF

• Contradicts the Beatitude: Mat 5:6  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, For they shall be filled.



Temptation of Christ

• Jesus’answer to the Temptation:

• Mat 4:4 Jesus answered him, "The Scriptures say, 'It 
is not just bread that keeps people alive. Their lives 
depend on what God says.’”

• Mat 4:4 But He answered and said, "It is written, 
'MAN SHALL NOT LIVE BY BREAD ALONE, BUT BY 
EVERY WORD THAT PROCEEDS FROM THE MOUTH OF 
GOD.’ “

• In other words: Rely on God and not to pusue self-
satisfaction



Temptation of Christ

• Second Temptation: “Live for Spiritual Self-Empowerment” (“Controlling God”)

• The 2nd temptation summarised: Satan asserts that since the Scripture states that God 
will protect Jesus, then this is a sure way to effect divine rescue “on demand”.”Forcing
Gods Hand”

• Examples of this sin:

• occult magic, 

• humanism, 

• religious legalism

• distorted charismatic religion

• In other words….using the power and principles found in the Word of God (or the 
spiritual occulting realm) for self gain and manipulation

• (justification to transgress scripture because there is grace and healing)

• Contradicts the Beatitude:Mat 5:8  Blessed are the pure in 
heart, For they shall see God.



Temptation of Christ

• Jesus’answer to the Temptation:

• Mat 4:7 Jesus said to him, "It is written again, 
'YOU SHALL NOT TEMPT THE LORD YOUR GOD.' "

• Mat 4:7 Jesus answered, "But the scripture also 
says, 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ 

• In other words: be humble, know your place…God 
commands your life, not the other way round



Temptation of Christ

• Third Temptation: “Live for Social Self-Empowerment” (“Self-Exaltation”)

• The 3rd temptation summarised: The lure here is the desire for power, fame and 
fortune, at the expense of God. Basically denying God

• Examples of this sin:

• Pride

• Self seeking

• Atheism

• “I don’t need God” 

• “I determine my own destiny”

• In other words….no matter what the cost, strive for “worldy success”

• Contradicts the Beatitude:Mat 5:3  "Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven

• Mat 5:5  Blessed are the meek, For they shall inherit the earth..



Temptation of Christ

• Jesus’answer to the Temptation:

• Mat 4:10 Then Jesus answered, "Go away, Satan! 
The scripture says, 'Worship the Lord your God 
and serve only him!' "

• Mat 4:11 Then the Devil left Jesus; and angels 
came and helped him.

• In other words: be humble, know your place…God 
commands your life, not the other way round



Questions

• Questions relevant to the topic

• No contributions



What to look forward to next week

• Topic:

Thank you for joining us. Have a blessed week!


