
THE AUTHORITY OF THE KING 

Matthew 8-11 

 

Overview 

This extended section of Matthew builds on the Gospel writer’s earlier presentation. Matthew showed 

that: 

1) Jesus is the One the Old Testament prophets told would come: He fit the prophecies.  

2) Matthew showed that Jesus demonstrated in His baptism and temptation dominion over the 

inner sin which entangles man: He was 100% man and showed us how to overcome.  

3) Matthew reported Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount: Jesus explained how to live as a citizen of 

the heavenly kingdom. 

Now Matthew moved on to establish clearly the authority of the King. The miracles that Matthew now 

reported do more than authenticate Him as God’s Messenger. They demonstrate the extent of His 

authority: over sickness, nature, demons, sin, and even over death itself. 

 

Key theme in Matt 8 -11 is AUTHORITY. 

The Greek word expressing the idea of “authority” is exousia. It is also translated in English as 

“power.” 

 

[DEMOSTRATE WORD SEARCH IN ESWORD] 

[DEMOSTRATE COMMENTARY IN ESWORD – FOR EXAMPLE HOW TO FIND SUMMARIES OF 

EACH CHAPTER] 

[DEMOSTRATE CROSS REFERENCE IN ESWORD] 

[DEMOSTRATE HARMONY IN ESWORD] 

The basic meaning of exousia is that of “freedom of action.” A person with authority has greater 

freedom to act than a person under authority. The greater the authority, the greater the freedom of 

action. Jesus in the New Testament is shown to be a Person with complete authority. No one or no 

thing can place restrictions on Jesus’ freedom to act — for good — in your life and mine. 

 

Authentication: Matthew 8:1-9:34 

Power over all (Matt. 8:14-9:31). The next event shows Jesus’ authority over all the powers to which 

you and I are subject. 

Sickness Jesus heals Mat_8:14-17 

Nature Jesus stills a 

storm 

Mat_8:23-27 

Demons Jesus casts 

them out 

Mat_8:28-32 

Sin Jesus forgives Mat_9:1-8 

Death Jesus makes 

alive 

Mat_9:18-26 

  

There is nothing to limit the authority of Jesus, who has demonstrated His power over everything 

under which you and I are crushed! This Man is able to speak “as One having authority” (Mat_7:29, 

KJV) — because He does! 

 

There are very special riches for us in this extended passage. 

(1) Under authority. The Roman soldier speaking to Jesus said, “I myself am a man under authority, 

with soldiers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes” (Mat_8:9). He said this to explain the 

confidence he had in Jesus which enabled him to ask Jesus to heal from a distance, by the mere 

speaking of a word. His point was this: As a soldier, his authority over others was derived. It was his 



relationship in the chain of command which gave this military man his power. When he spoke, all the 

power of Rome’s mighty empire, under whose authority he stood, spoke through him. 

 

And what about Jesus? How was Jesus able to speak and have nature, demons, and even death 

jump to obey? Because here on earth Jesus also operated under authority; the authority of God. 

When Jesus spoke all the limitless power of God Himself spoke through Him. 

 

(2) New wineskins. A fascinating dialogue here is inserted in Mat_9:14-17. John the Baptist’s 

disciples had noted that Jesus was unlike their master. They came to ask why. Jesus explained, and 

added, “Neither do men pour new wine into old wineskins. If they do, the skins will burst, the wine 

will run out and the wineskins will be ruined. No, they pour new wine into new wineskins” (Mat_9:17). 

 

You and I cannot stuff Jesus or our experience with Him into our old ways of thinking and living. Life 

with Jesus is a new and exciting thing. He Himself wants to fill us, to expand our personalities, and 

to reshape us to fit who He is. When Jesus, the Man with all power, comes into our lives, we are 

privileged to open ourselves up to newness. 

 

The Son of Man 

Throughout this sequence of events Jesus referred to Himself as “the Son of man.” He did not use 

the term in the Sermon on the Mount. The first occurrences are here. [DEMOSTRATE SEARCH 

FUNCTION IN ESWORD] 

 

The term “Son of man” is found in both the Old Testament and the New. In the New it is used 94 

times, and, with 5 exceptions, always by Christ of Himself. Clearly Jesus affirms something important 

about Himself in His selection and use of this term. [CONFIRM IF THIS STATEMENT IS TRUE] 

 

On the one hand, of course, the phrase “Son of man” emphasizes Jesus’ full humanity. But even 

greater significance is found in the fact that, as in Mat_9:6, “Son of man” signifies Jesus’ redemptive 

work and mission. In the term “Son of man” Jesus presents Himself as the Victor, for He 

accomplished all that man was intended to do, and becomes all that man was intended to be. 

 

The demons recognized and spoke to Jesus as the “Son of God” (Mat_8:29). They were right; they 

knew Him for who He is. The whole Bible makes it very clear that the One who became Man at 

Bethlehem truly is the Creator God. John insisted that Jesus is God, coexisting with the Father from 

the beginning (Joh_1:1-51). Jesus does not hesitate to claim equality with God (Joh_17:1-26). Paul’s 

writings affirm Jesus as God, along with the Father and the Holy Spirit. The Old Testament prophecy 

identifies Jesus as the “Father of eternity” (a phrase meaning the source or originator of eternity 

itself!) and speaks of the Child to be born as “a Son . . . given” (Isa_9:6, KJV). The name Immanuel, 

[DEMONSTRATE SEARCH IN ESWORD] as we have seen, means, “With us is God.” Jesus had 

every right to speak of Himself as the Son of God, for that is who He is. 

 

Yet Jesus chose another title for Himself: “Son of man.” A Man, with God’s prerogative of forgiving 

sin. A Man, with power to heal and to give life. A Man, yet Victor over death. 

 

Shared Authority: Matthew 9:35-10:40 

Jesus’ authority had been established by His miracles. Then He did an amazing thing. “He called 

His twelve disciples to Him and gave them authority” (Mat_10:1, italics added). 

 

Immediately after establishing His own authority, you and I are shown that Jesus intended to share 

that authority with His followers. 



The disciples were not to go in pomp or in luxury. They were to live among their fellowmen as Jesus 

did — humbly, as servants. And while Jesus’ disciples were given authority over sickness, death, 

and demonic power (Mat_9:8), they were not to coerce men. Some people would receive them; 

some would hate them. The disciples’ role was to use authority to serve. 

 

Lifestyle then. This chapter gives us deep insight into discipleship and helps us see ourselves as 

kingdom citizens who have power — but who humble ourselves to serve. Note these features of 

Jesus’ instructions: 

• Disciples were to be dependent on God, not on their own wealth or possessions, for 

necessities (Mat_10:8-11). 

• Disciples were to give all men the freedom to accept or reject them and their Lord 

(Mat_10:12-15). 

• Disciples were to expect and to endure persecution from those who rejected and hated their 

Lord (Mat_10:16-25). 

• Disciples were to remember their great value to God the Father, and do His will without fear 

of men (Mat_10:26-33). 

• Disciples were to expect conflict, even in their own homes. In everything, Jesus is to be put 

first, and pain is to be borne just as Jesus bore the pain of His cross (Mat_10:34-39). 

• Disciples could know they brought great gifts to men, who would be rewarded for their 

responses to the Father and His children (Mat_10:40-42). 

How very different from the life we expect of a man with power! Instead of wealth, there was self-

chosen poverty and dependence. Instead of exercising power over others, disciples extended to all 

men freedom to choose. Instead of honor and praise, the disciple was often persecuted and 

maligned. Jesus chose to empty Himself to win us victory as the Son of man. So too disciples are 

called to wear the humble garb of servants as the badge of their God-given authority. 

 

Shattered Expectations: Mat_11:1-30 

Like Mat_10:1-42, Mat_11:1-30 is completely discourse. While Mat_10:1-42 is addressed to the 

disciples, Mat_11:1-30 is addressed to the crowds — crowds who, struggle as they will, cannot see 

in Jesus their coming King. 

 

The dialogue was initiated by disciples who had come from John the Baptist. The great prophet and 

forerunner of Jesus was in prison. Soon he would be executed by Herod, his head a prize won by 

the sensuous dance of a girl with whose mother Herod was living in sin. John had recognized Jesus 

at His baptism when our Lord was clearly marked out for him by God. But now even John was 

wondering. 

 

Why? Because John too expected the King and kingdom to burst on Israel with outward power. Not 

even John had expected the coming of a servant King! 

 

Jesus’ answer was to direct John’s disciples’ attention to the acts of mercy He was performing. “Go 

back and report to John what you hear and see: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who 

have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the Good News is preached to the 

poor” (Mat_11:4-5). John would grasp the meaning. John, like Jesus, was steeped in the lore of the 

Old Testament. His thoughts would turn to Isa_35:1-10 and he would remember that prophet’s words 

about the glory and the majesty of God (Isa_35:2). 

 

The crowds were not so easily satisfied. Jesus spoke then of John, and said that if they would accept 

it, “He is the Elijah who was to come” (Mat_11:14). Clearly Jesus claimed to be the Messiah whom 

John announced (Mat_11:7-15). 



But the people of Israel were unable to make up their minds. They were repelled by John’s austerity 

and demand of repentance — he took his religion a little too seriously. Yet they were tempted to 

dismiss Jesus because, in contrast with John, Jesus lived a normal life and was a friend of tax 

collectors and “sinners” (Mat_11:19). Like people today, they wanted to have a God who fits their 

expectations. Yet, like changeable children, they could not make up their minds what He should be 

like. Each time a new candidate appeared, they changed the rules! (Mat_11:16-19) 

 

Then Jesus uttered His first recorded words of warning and judgment. He spoke of the cities where 

His miracles had been done, and announced a coming woe. Even pagan Tyre and Sidon, even 

licentious Sodom, would have repented and believed if a messenger from God had come with such 

powerful authenticating works as His. But Israel had hesitated — and hesitated still. Israel simply 

refused to commit herself to her King (Mat_11:20-24). 

 

The chapter closes with a prayer, and with an invitation. Israel’s rejection of the King was also part 

of the Father’s “gracious will.” The nation might refuse its King, but all who labor and are heavy laden 

are called to come to the Saviour. 

 

“Come to Me,” Jesus invited, “and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, 

for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and 

My burden is light” (Mat_11:28-30). 

 

The word picture is a beautiful one. The yoke of Jesus’ day was a fitted collar-like frame, shaped to 

rest on the neck and shoulders of two animals. Teamed together, the task was far easier for two 

oxen than for one. And if one were a young ox, how much easier to have an older, stronger 

companion to share the burden. To men who called for God’s King to reign over them, Jesus offered 

to be God’s Servant, yoked in harness with them. 

 

In what ways have you adopted a yoke of religion that’s not Jesus’ yoke: 

Possible responses: 

-adopting a performance-based yoke: I need to do a certain number of things to be right with God or 

accepted by people 

-adopting a guilt-laden yoke: living with guilt from past mistakes 

-adopting a fear-based yoke: thinking that God is out to get me, rather than help me 

  

What adjustments can you make to adopt Jesus’ easy, light yoke that gives rest to your soul? 

  

How can you know that you are carrying the yoke of Jesus rather than some other type of 

yoke? 

Possible responses: 

• I have a calm about my relationship with Jesus. 

• My faith walk actually brings peace. 

• I can face stressful situations and not be stressed out. 

 

Today, taking up the yoke that links us to Jesus, we too find rest. We walk beside Jesus. We learn 

from Him. And because our older, stronger, all-powerful Companion takes His fullest share of all our 

burdens, when we are linked to Jesus our burdens truly are made light.  


