
WELCOME to 
Dunamis 

Power Hour

For the Love of the Word…



Our Goals tonight: Matthew 24-28

Goals:

• Jesus’ specific answers to questions about what is to come: Understanding Prophecy

• What should I be doing now as I look forward to the Future kingdom



TOPIC: The Future of the kingdom

THE PROBLEM

Most unbelievers / bible critics playing games with the Bible.

Raising all sorts of objections and pointing out all sorts of supposed errors.

• Where did Cain get his wife?

• Where did God come from?

They almost want us to stop believing that 

we have a future and only live for the now!
NOTE: Never argue unless 

the person really looks for 
understanding



Understanding Prophecy

Prophecy in both Testaments involves forthtelling: communicating a message from God. Foretelling

may involve either near events or events that are far distant to the prophet’s day.

• Jeremiah spoke of a false prophet, Hananiah (Jer 28:1-17), who would die - one year

• a New Covenant to be made with the house of Israel - Christ at Calvary - 100 years (Jer 31:1-40)

Note: 1 Pet 1:10-11, Prophets themselves puzzled over “the time and circumstances” the Spirit

who inspired their words intended. The prophets had insights into the foretold events, but they

could not fit them together.

NOTE: Time elements 

and sequence are 

seldom clear.



Understanding Prophecy

Examples: Possible errors? Not prophecy – but describing an event (they use this to discredit)

What did men say who hung with Jesus?

Mat 27:38-44 “At that time they crucified two criminals with him, one on his right and the

other on his left.

The chief priests together with the scribes and the leaders made fun of him in the same way.

They said, He saved others, but he can't save Himself. So He's Israel's king! Let Him come down

from the cross now, and we'll believe Him. He trusted God. Let God rescue Him now if He wants.

After all, this man said, 'I am the Son of God”

Verse 44 Even the criminals crucified with Him were insulting him the same way.
NOTE: Any serious 

student of Scripture 

can raise far more 

basic and difficult 

issues.



Understanding Prophecy

Examples: Possible errors?

Luke 23:33-38 “When they came to the place called The Skull, they crucified Him. The

criminals were also crucified, one on his right and the other on his left. The people

stood there watching. But the rulers were making sarcastic remarks. They said, "He

saved others. If He's the Messiah that God has chosen, let Him save himself!" The

soldiers also made fun of Him. They would go up to Him, offer Him some vinegar, and

say, "If you're the king of the Jews, save yourself!"
NOTE: Any serious 

student of Scripture 

can raise far more basic 

and difficult issues.



Understanding Prophecy

Examples: Possible errors?

Luke 23:39-44 “One of the criminals hanging there insulted Jesus by saying, "So

You're really the Messiah, are You? Well, save Yourself and us!"

But the other criminal scolded him: "Don't you fear God at all? Can't you see that

you're condemned in the same way that He is? Our punishment is fair. We're getting

what we deserve. But this man hasn't done anything wrong. Then he said, "Jesus,

remember me when You enter Your kingdom." Jesus said to him, "I can guarantee this

truth: Today You will be with me in paradise."

NOTE: Any serious 

student of Scripture 

can raise far more basic 

and difficult issues.



TOPIC: The Future of the Kingdom: Mat 24,25

Examples: Possible errors?

SELF STUDY
Mat 28:1 vs Mar 16:1 vs Luke 24:1-10

Question: Who found the grave empty?

Another question: Who was there telling them that Jesus is no longer inside the grave?

NOTE: What do we 

fundamentally need 

to know as Christians?



The Scriptures proofs itself

Without a doubt, one thing the scripture does, is proof itself: FUNDAMENTALLY!

It might be different in description but never in faith fundamentals.

Especially looking at Old Testament prophecies. 

If God did not keep His word about establishing that kingdom, how can we trust any 
thing in the Word?



What does Jesus foretell?

In Mat 24 Jesus is telling them that He was approaching a Cross, not a crown. They could not

grasp what was happening.

Glancing at the towering temple building, Jesus remarked that each stone of the temple would

be thrown down, and “not one stone here will be left on another” (Mat 24:2). This destruction

was accomplished 40 years later by a Roman army.



Understanding prophecy

We do not really know the time when prophesied events will happen, or even

the exact sequences. Bible prophecy is meant to have an impact on the

present. Prophecy is designed to have a penetrating impact on our lives and

values now.

NOTE: Remember when 

you study prophecy…



Understanding prophecy: FOUNDATION

When Peter spoke of the fact that our present universe will one day be

dissolved in fervent heat, he did so to challenge values: (2 Pet 3:11, KJV)

When Paul spoke of the Rapture in (1 Thes 4:18), it is not so that you and I

might argue over whether it comes in the middle or at the beginning of the

Tribulation.

It is so that we might “encourage each other” with the realization that when

Jesus comes, all believers will be together in Him.

NOTE: Jesus does the same!



So, when we come to a study of the future in

any part of the Bible we want to be careful to

resist the temptation to speculate on details,

and instead seek to discern the major

emphasis of the passage. We need to keep the

purpose of the prophetic passage in clear view.

Understanding prophecy: IMPORTANT NOTE



OT and NT: Full Harmony

Full harmony between the Old Testament and the New Testament in

prophecy.

• Christ’s own affirmation: “I tell you the truth, at the renewal of all

things, when the Son of man sits on His throne, you who have followed

Me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel”

• Mat 19:28 & Mat 24:15 confirms that the future foretold by Daniel

• Mat 25:31 The glorious kingdom of the Old Testament, expected by

Israel and by the disciples themselves, will surely come.



• Mat 24:27 The Son of Man will

come again just as lightning

flashes from east to west.

• Mat 24:30 "Then the sign of

the Son of Man will appear in

the sky. All the people on earth

will cry in agony when they see

the Son of Man coming on the

clouds in the sky with power

and great glory.

• Isa 27:13 On that day a ram's

horn will be blown loudly. Those

who are dying in Assyria and those

who are banished to Egypt will

come and worship the LORD on

the holy mountain in Jerusalem.

• Zec 9:14 The LORD will appear

over them, and his arrow will go

out like lightning. The Almighty

LORD will blow the ram's horn and

will march in the storms from the

south.

OT and NT: Full Harmony: Jesus confirms



What do we know:

• The prediction of someone who would deliver us.

• He would be Jesus.

• Jesus has to die.

• But then He will rise up.

• He went to heaven – to prepare a place for us (John 14:3)

• He will return and those who believed Him will reign with Him forever.

WHAT DO WE KNOW? FUNDAMENTALLY!



Personal devotion: How do I apply this?

Responsible servants (Mat 24:45-51)

What is to be done by servants who are looking for the Lord’s return?

They are to remember they have been given responsibility in their Master’s

household.

The danger Jesus warned against is a real one. He said, “But suppose that servant is

wicked and says to himself, ‘My master is staying away a long time.’ . . . The master. . .

will come . . . when he does not expect him

Faithfulness involves taking proper care of God’s household, knowing that the Lord

will appear at an unexpected time.



Questions & What to look forward to

A blessed Christmas - and holiday time with our loved ones.

In a year filled with loss, we still have so much.

See you all in the New Year…


