
WELCOME to 
Dunamis Power Hour

For the Love of the Word…



TONIGHT’S TOPIC
Introduction to Acts & The Epistles



Special Announcement

Face to Face classes are starting soon! 
All classes will also be streamed

Please send email to powerhour@difc.org.za
to register for live classes

mailto:powerhour@difc.org.za


Planning next 10 weeks



Introduction to Acts & The Epistles

Why a whole evening devoted to 
Introduction?

Because the Introduction is actually  
a history lesson about Pauls life



Introduction to Acts & The Epistles



Acts

Written by Luke
Starting with ascension of Jesus
Narrative insight into the spread of the Gospel
Starting off in:
• Jerusalem/Judea (neighbourhood/province)

(Salvation is reserved for Jews only?)

• Spreads to Samaria (country)
(Revelation that Salvation is NOT reserved for Jews only, but also “half Jews”)

• Spreads to the Roman Empire (global)
(We were wrong….salvation is for everyone…but it took 10 years)



Acts

Gospels : Jesus
In Acts, The Apostles are telling History (His Story)

Acts 1-10 (approximately)
Peter is the Leader & “main character”
Church develops in Jerusalem & Judea

After about 10 years, Acts reports on the conversion 
of the Samaritans and Gentiles



Acts

4 x Missionary Journeys of Paul
Paul in Rome (just before his death)

Acts 10-28 (approximately)
Paul is the Leader & “main character”
Church develops in the Roman Empire

Paul & Peter executed in about 70AD



Saul’s Early Life

“Saul of Tarsus”
Born in the port city of Tarsus



Saul’s Early Life

Born in the port city of Tarsus to wealthy Jewish parents
Important trading centre
Gentile city and “strange place” for pious Jews
Financially successful family and won Roman citizenship 
(NB)
Not only a Jew, but also a Roman citizen (its like having a 
British or USA passport today…the whole world is open to 
you…)



Saul’s Early Life

His life centred about being Jewish
• Age 5 learning to read & study Scriptures
• Age 13 he entered the community of Israel as a 
responsible adult, and became a “son of the Law” (bar 
mitzvah). 

• Travelled to Jerusalem to study under most famous 
Rabbi, Gamaliel

• Trained in the Scriptures and trade of Tentmaking
• From the strictest Sect of Pharisees



Saul’s Early Life

His life centred about being Jewish

Gal 1:13 You know what I was like when I followed the Jewish 
religion—how I went after the Christians mercilessly, hunting them 
down and doing my best to get rid of them all.
Gal 1:14 I was one of the most religious Jews of my own age in the 
whole country and tried as hard as I possibly could to follow all the 
old, traditional rules of my religion.
Gal 1:15 But then something happened! For even before I was born, 
God had chosen me to be his and called me—what kindness and 
grace—



Saul’s Early Life

His life centred about being Jewish
Php 3:4 Yet if anyone ever had reason to hope that he could save himself, it 
would be I. If others could be saved by what they are, certainly I could!
Php 3:5 For I went through the Jewish initiation ceremony when I was eight 
days old, having been born into a pure-blooded Jewish home that was a 
branch of the old original Benjamin family. So I was a real Jew if there ever 
was one! What’s more, I was a member of the Pharisees who demand the 
strictest obedience to every Jewish law and custom.
Php 3:6 And sincere? Yes, so much so that I greatly persecuted the Church; 
and I tried to obey every Jewish rule and regulation right down to the very 
last point.



Saul’s conversion

The Conversion of Saul
Act 9:1 Then Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went 
to the high priest
Act 9:2 and asked letters from him to the synagogues of Damascus, so that if he found any 
who were of the Way, whether men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.
Act 9:3 As he journeyed he came near Damascus, and suddenly a light shone around him 
from heaven.
Act 9:4 Then he fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why are you 
persecuting Me?"
Act 9:5 And Saul said, Who are You, Lord? And He said, I am Jesus, Whom you are 
persecuting. It is dangerous and it will turn out badly for you to keep kicking against the 
goad [to offer vain and perilous resistance].



Saul’s conversion



Saul’s conversion

The Conversion of Saul
Act 9:6 So he, trembling and astonished, said, "Lord, what do You want me 
to do?" Then the Lord said to him, "Arise and go into the city, and you will be 
told what you must do."
Act 9:7 And the men who journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a 
voice but seeing no one.
Act 9:8 Then Saul arose from the ground, and when his eyes were opened 
he saw no one. But they led him by the hand and brought him into 
Damascus.



Saul’s conversion

Spare a though for Ananias…
Act 9:10 Now there was a certain disciple at Damascus named Ananias; and to him 
the Lord said in a vision, "Ananias." And he said, "Here I am, Lord."
Act 9:11 So the Lord said to him, "Arise and go to the street called Straight, and 
inquire at the house of Judas for one called Saul of Tarsus, for behold, he is praying.
Act 9:12 And in a vision he has seen a man named Ananias coming in and putting his 
hand on him, so that he might receive his sight."
Act 9:13 Then Ananias answered, "Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how 
much harm he has done to Your saints in Jerusalem.
Act 9:14 And here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on Your 
name."



Saul’s conversion

Act 9:15 But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is a chosen vessel of Mine to 
bear My name before Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel.
Act 9:16 For I will show him how many things he must suffer for My name's 
sake."
Act 9:17 And Ananias went his way and entered the house; and laying his 
hands on him he said, "Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you 
on the road as you came, has sent me that you may receive your sight and 
be filled with the Holy Spirit."
Act 9:18 Immediately there fell from his eyes something like scales, and he 
received his sight at once; and he arose and was baptized.



Saul/Paul’s early ministry 

Saul Proclaims Jesus in Synagogues
Act 9:19 So when he had received food, he was strengthened. Then Saul 
spent some days with the disciples at Damascus.
Act 9:20 Immediately he preached the Christ in the synagogues, that He is 
the Son of God.
Act 9:21 Then all who heard were amazed, and said, "Is this not he who 
destroyed those who called on this name in Jerusalem, and has come here 
for that purpose, so that he might bring them bound to the chief priests?"
Act 9:22 But Saul increased all the more in strength, and confounded the 
Jews who dwelt in Damascus, proving that this Jesus is the Christ.



Saul/Paul’s early ministry 

Question: "When and why was Saul’s name changed to Paul?"

Answer:, at the time of Saul’s conversion, Jesus still addressed him as 
“Saul.” Later, Jesus told Ananias to find “Saul” in Damascus and restore his 
sight. Acts 9 goes on to describe “Saul” as increasing in spiritual strength 
and understanding of Jesus as the Messiah. So, it was not Jesus who 
changed his name on the road to Damascus. If it wasn’t Jesus’ doing, how 
did the change from Saul to Paul happen, and when?



Saul/Paul’s early ministry 

Question: "When and why was Saul’s name changed to Paul?“

The answer is that Saul’s name was also Paul. The custom of dual 
names was common in those days. Acts 13:9 describes the apostle 
as “Saul, who was also called Paul.” From that verse on, Saul is 
always referred to in Scripture as “Paul.”
Saul is a Hebrew name, while Paul is a Romanized name. It was 
therefor most likely decided that Paul would suit him better on 
his travels



Paul’s Early Life

First 12 years after his conversion is not clear

• Probably converted in AD34, when he was 34 years old, which 
means he was born the same year as Jesus

• Within a few months he escaped a Jewish plot to murder 
him…what you sow is what you reap…

• Escaped to Jerusalem…Barnabas took him to the Apostles…his 
testimony was accepted

• Enraged Jewish community again plotted to kill him and he had to 
flee again to Caesarea and on to Tarsus



Paul’s Early Life

• Found himself in the desert of Arabia, alone, fasting and praying 
and studying….where is final grasp of the Gospel was given to 
him “by a revelation from Jesus Christ” 

Gal 1:11 But I make known to you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached 
by me is not according to man.
Gal 1:12 For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came 
through the revelation of Jesus Christ.

• The above most likely took place in a period of about 10 to 12 
years



Paul’s Ministry takes off

“Antioch and Caesarea happened”
For most of the years of Saul’s preparation the church continued to be a 
movement within Judaism. Then at Antioch came that mass conversion 
of Gentiles which led to Barnabas’ dispatch by the apostles to 
investigate. It was clear to Barnabas that the spiritual response of the 
Gentiles was a work of God

Acts 10 : Cornelius the Gentile Centurion was saved

Acts 11 : A great number of Gentiles in Antioch were saved. This was 
also the first time Believers were called Christians
(The word Christian is used only three times in the New Testament:    
Acts 11:26, Acts 26:28, and 1 Peter 4:16)



Paul’s Ministry takes off

“Antioch and Caesarea happened”
Barnabas went to Tarsus to get Paul’s help
They pastored the Church in Antioch for 12 months
God set them aside to take the Gospel to the Gentiles:

4 x Missionary Journeys of approximately 2 years each  
(3 with Barnabas and 1 alone)



Paul’s Ministry takes off



Conclusion

Paul has a significant impact on the Gentile world 
receiving the Gospel

Paul was rooted in the Old Testament…this was 
great preparation for understanding Gods great 
plan of salvation
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