
----- journey through the Bible -----





Life of Gideon  - Judges 6 to 8

Judges 6:1-2 Then the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD. So the LORD delivered them into the hand 
of Midian for seven years, and the hand of Midian prevailed against Israel. Because of the Midianites, the children of 
Israel made for themselves the dens, the caves, and the strongholds which are in the mountains.

• Israel worshipped pagan gods and goddesses of the land
• They were in hiding
• Midianites & Amalekites would steal and destroy their produce – Judges 6:3-4
• They were oppressed as explained by unknown prophet 

7-10 - And it came to pass, when the children of Israel cried out to the LORD because of the Midianites, that 
the LORD sent a prophet to the children of Israel, who said to them, “Thus says the LORD God of Israel: ‘I brought you 
up from Egypt and brought you out of the house of bondage; and I delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians 
and out of the hand of all who oppressed you, and drove them out before you and gave you their land. Also I said to 
you, “I am the LORD your God; do not fear the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell.” But you have not 
obeyed My voice.



Gideon’s call – Judges 6:11-24



Gideon’s call – Judges 6:11-24

11-16 - Now the Angel of the LORD came and sat under the terebinth tree which was in Ophrah, which belonged to 
Joash the Abiezrite, while his son Gideon threshed wheat in the winepress, in order to hide it from the Midianites. And 
the Angel of the LORD appeared to him, and said to him, “The LORD is with you, you mighty man of valor!” Gideon said 
to Him, “O my lord, if the LORD is with us, why then has all this happened to us? And where are all His miracles which 
our fathers told us about, saying, ‘Did not the LORD bring us up from Egypt?’ But now the LORD has forsaken us and 
delivered us into the hands of the Midianites.” Then the LORD turned to him and said, “Go in this might of yours, and 
you shall save Israel from the hand of the Midianites. Have I not sent you?” So he said to Him, “O my Lord, how can I 
save Israel? Indeed my clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father’s house.” And the LORD said 
to him, “Surely I will be with you, and you shall defeat the Midianites as one man.

• Gideon skeptical about this call
• Gideon might have been a nobody, least in the weakest clan in Manasseh
• He asked respectfully for a sign, something miraculous
• This should not be taken as a lack of faith



Gideon’s call – Judges 6:11-24

Deut 18:21-22 And if you say in your heart, ‘How shall we know the word which the LORD has not spoken?’— when a 
prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the thing does not happen or come to pass, that is the thing which 
the LORD has not spoken; the prophet has spoken it presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him.

• Gideon prepared an offering on a rock; Angel caused fire to consume it - Judges 6:19-22



Gideon’s initial obedience – Judges 6:25-40

• Gideon was told to destroy the altar to pagan gods and goddesses
• This must have been a difficult act of obedience as his own father built them
• Great courage !!!
• Remember what God told him, this is a smaller start 
• Judges 6:25-30 the pagan altars destroyed
• The people came out and wanted to kill him, but his own father resisted

31-32 - But Joash said to all who stood against him, “Would you plead for Baal? Would you save him? Let the one who 
would plead for him be put to death by morning! If he is a god, let him plead for himself, because his altar has been 
torn down!” Therefore on that day he called him Jerubbaal, saying, “Let Baal plead against him, because he has torn 
down his altar.”



Gideon’s initial obedience – Judges 6:25-40

• Harvest time had come – remember the Midianites

34-35 - But the Spirit of the LORD came upon Gideon; then he blew the trumpet, and the Abiezrites gathered behind 
him. And he sent messengers throughout all Manasseh, who also gathered behind him. He also sent messengers 
to Asher, Zebulun, and Naphtali; and they came up to meet them.

• Gideon had begun to experience God’s protection and His Spirit stirring within him
• Yet like most of us he needed reassurance – Judges 6:31-40
• Why wasn’t this a presumptuous sin, a “putting God to the test” that the Bible forbids?

Deut 6:16 “You shall not tempt the LORD your God as you tempted Him in Massah.

• The difference was that Gideon asked God in faith, humbly, seeking reassurance
• The generation that tested God earlier demanded that God prove Himself, and demanded it because they did not 

believe, not because they wanted reassurance 



Gideon’s victory – Judges 7:1-25

• Gideon had now been prepared by God for a stunning act of obedience
• Remember 4 tribes were summoned in the area to Gideon – 32 000 men
• God told Gideon the number was too great as the victory must be seen to be the Lord’s
• Gideon told the fearful to leave – 22 000 left, 10 000 remains
• God still told Gideon too many
• Judges 7:4-8

300 Men to Victory !!



Gideon’s victory – Judges 7:1-25

• Gideon did not asked God for further reassurance ** WOW **
• God provided it anyway

Judges 7:13-14 And when Gideon had come, there was a man telling a dream to his companion. He said, “I have 
had a dream: To my surprise, a loaf of barley bread tumbled into the camp of Midian; it came to a tent and struck it 
so that it fell and overturned, and the tent collapsed.” Then his companion answered and said, “This is nothing else 
but the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a man of Israel! Into his hand God has delivered Midian and the whole 
camp.”



Aftermath – Judges 8:1-35

• Power of enemy completely broken, Gideon himself executed their leaders
• Gideon dealt with jealousy and resentment in a wise and humble way Verse 1-3
• He rejected the throne 

Judges 8:23 But Gideon said to them, “I will not rule over you, nor shall my son rule over 
you; the LORD shall rule over you.”

• The success corrupted him in two ways
• First, made golden ephod 

Judges 8:27 Then Gideon made it into an ephod and set it up 
in his city, Ophrah. And all Israel played the harlot with it there.
It became a snare to Gideon and to his house.

• Second, refused the of kind but viewed himself as leader
• Gideon name one of sons Abimelech
• Abi (my father) Melech (is king)
• Yet during Gideon’s lifetime his area of Israel worshipped God



The life of Samson – Judges 13:1 – 16:31

Judges 13: Again the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD, and the LORD delivered them into 
the hand of the Philistines for forty years.

• Unlike Jephthah, Samson began his life with every advantage 
• His birth was announced by an angel, he was given a godly upbringing by loving parents
• He was set apart to God
• He was to live under the most special of all OT vows – that of a Nazarite  (declared by the angel)
• An Israelite who was consecrated to the service of God, under vows to abstain from alcohol, let the hair 

grow, and avoid defilement by contact with dead bodies (Numbers 6)

Judges 13:24-25 So the woman bore a son and called his name Samson; and the child grew, and 
the LORD blessed him. And the Spirit of the LORD began to move upon him at Mahaneh Dan between Zorah 
and Eshtaol.

• God blessed him and he had a spiritual advantage 
• These events gives us the indication of a very strong leader or judge that would be a great benefit to 

all Israel
• This was not the case



Looking at Samson’s failures:

1. Samson was dominated by sensual desire
• Passion led him to desire a Philistine woman as wife – strictly forbidden in God’s law
• This passion also led him to liaisons with prostitutes 

Judges 14:1-4 Now Samson went down to Timnah, and saw a woman in Timnah of the daughters of the 
Philistines. So he went up and told his father and mother, saying, “I have seen a woman in Timnah of the 
daughters of the Philistines; now therefore, get her for me as a wife.” Then his father and mother said to 
him, “Is there no woman among the daughters of your brethren, or among all my people, that you must 
go and get a wife from the uncircumcised Philistines? ”And Samson said to his father, “Get her for me, 
for she pleases me well.” But his father and mother did not know that it was of the LORD—that He was 
seeking an occasion to move against the Philistines. For at that time the Philistines had dominion over 
Israel.

Judges 16:1 Now Samson went to Gaza and saw a harlot there, and went in to her.



Samson’s power:
Judges 14:5-6 Now to his surprise, a young lion came roaring against him. And the Spirit of the LORD

came mightily upon him, and he tore the lion apart as one would have torn apart a young goat, though
he had nothing in his hand. But he did not tell his father or his mother what he had done.



Looking at Samson’s failures:

• It was Delilah who you finally betrayed him and brought end to his reign

Judges 16:4-5 Afterward it happened that he loved a woman in the Valley of Sorek, whose 
name was Delilah. And the lords of the Philistines came up to her and said to her, “Entice him, and find out 
where his great strength lies, and by what means we may overpower him, that we may bind him to afflict 
him; and every one of us will give you eleven hundred pieces of silver.”



Samson’s anger:
Judges 14:19-20 Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon him mightily, and he went down to Ashkelon 
and killed thirty of their men, took their apparel, and gave the changes of clothing to those who had 
explained the riddle. So his anger was aroused, and he went back up to his father’s house. And Samson’s 
wife was given to his companion, who had been his best man.

Judges 15:4-5 Then Samson went and caught three hundred foxes; and he took torches, turned the 
foxes tail to tail, and put a torch between each pair of tails. When he had set the torches on fire, he let the 
foxes go into the standing grain of the Philistines, and burned up both the shocks and the standing grain, 
as well as the vineyards and olive groves.



Looking at Samson’s failures:

2. Samson was motivated by pride and the passion for revenge
• He was more moved by anger at personal affronts to strike out at the Philistines than he was moved by 

the suffering of the people he was supposed to lead

Judges 15:7-8 Samson said to them, “Since you would do a thing like this, I will surely take revenge on 
you, and after that I will cease.” So he attacked them hip and thigh with a great slaughter; then he went 
down and dwelt in the cleft of the rock of Etam.
Judges 15:14-15 When he came to Lehi, the Philistines came shouting against him. Then the Spirit of 
the LORD came mightily upon him; and the ropes that were on his arms became like flax that is burned 
with fire, and his bonds broke loose from his hands. He found a fresh jawbone of a donkey, reached out 
his hand and took it, and killed a thousand men with it



Looking at Samson’s failures:

3. Samson led Israel for 20 years “in the days of the Philistines”
• Samson unlike the other judges who gave their generations rest from their enemies, never threw off 

the enemy yoke
• During his rule the Philistines still dominated Israel



Samson was still God’s man

Judges 15:18-20 Then he became very thirsty; so he cried out to the
LORD and said, “You have given this great deliverance by the hand of Your 
servant; and now shall  I die of thirst and fall into the hand of the 
uncircumcised?” So God split the hollow place that is in Lehi, and water 
came out, and he drank; and his spirit returned, and he revived. Therefore
he called its name En Hakkore, which is in Lehi to this day. And he judged 
Israel twenty years in the days of the Philistines.

Judges 16:28-30 Then Samson called to the LORD, saying, 
“O Lord GOD, remember me, I pray! Strengthen me, I pray, just this once, 
O God, that I may with one blow take vengeance on the Philistines for 
my two eyes!” And Samson took hold of the two middle pillars which 
supported the temple, and he braced himself against them, one on his 
right and the other on his left. Then Samson said, “Let me die with the 
Philistines!” And he pushed with all his might, and the temple fell on the
lords and all the people who were in it. So the dead that he killed at his 
death were more than he had killed in his life



In closing on the Judges: 



Lessons to Life:

1. Scepticism is the enemy of spirituality
2. Humble and insignificant people can have a vital role in God’s plan
3. Believers can obtain reassurance from God
4. Obedience in small ways can qualify us for larger ministries
5. Faith in God can bring great victories
6. Success can hold dangers for the believer
7. When God is on our side numbers are meaningless
8. Reminding ourselves of the original calling can keep us safe 
9. The flesh can deceive us, but the Spirit brings clarity 
10. Following our own rules can lead us to a fall


